The influx of cells into the synovial intima in rheumatoid joints may 
In joints affected by rheumatoid arthritis (RA) there is a substantial increase in the numbers of two types of cell believed to be of the monocyte/ macrophage series-that is, the type A synoviocyte and the osteoclast.
The pronounced hyperplasia of the cells of the synovial lining in patients with RA is believed to be a consequence of the influx of type A synoviocytes derived from marrow,1 2 which display features of the monocyte/macrophage lineage. 3 Osteoclasts are the cells predominantly, possibly exclusively, responsible for bone resorption and they have been found at the erosive pannus/bone interface in rheumatoid joints. 4 There is good evidence that osteoclasts are derived from a bone marrow haemopoietic stem cell' by fusion of blood borne mononuclear cells. 6 The signalling mechanism responsible for osteoclast recruitment in a particular location is not understood. It 
